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Thurmond FFA Alumnus... 
LAN DSCAPE ARCHITECT DREW ( CHEATHAM 
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Andrew ‘Drew’ M. Cheatham of Edgefield, SC, a 
graduate of Strom Thurmond High School and an alumnus 
of the Thurmond Technology Center FFA Chapter, 
graduated cum laude from Clemson University in May 
2010 with a Bachelor of Landscape Architecture. 

While at Clemson, Drew had an opportunity to study 
abroad on three different occasions. He spent 15 weeks 
studying at the Charles E. Daniel Center for Building 
Research and Urban Studies in Genova, Italy. He also 
participated in the Urban Genus and Form Seminar in 
Greece and Turkey. Through the Clemson and Aim Shams 
University Collaboration in Cairo, Egypt, Drew and a 
team of Clemson students developed design solutions for a 
rapidly changing urban fabric in an area in the very shadow 
of the world’s most famous pyramids. A master plan of 
the land surrounding the Giza Plateau included practical 
solutions to the unplanned sprawl that remained sensitive 
to the cultural and economic needs of the residents. Their 
proposal is currently in the hands of Dr. Ahmed Shafiq, 
prime minister of Egypt. 

For his senior Landscape Architect project, Drew chose 
to design a plan for his hometown of Edgefield. Using a 
combination of research, effective design, planning and 
community input, he developed a plan that will enhance 
Edgefield’s current amenities and encourage positive 
economic growth. 

During the 2010 Honors and Award Day for the 
College of Architecture, Arts and Humanities at Clemson 
University, Drew was named recipient of a Certificate of 
Merit Award presented by the South Carolina Chapter of 
the American Society of Landscape Architects. 

Upon graduation from Clemson, Drew quickly secured 
employment as a Landscape Designer with Springdale 
Outdoor, a design/build firm located in Blythewood, 

SC. Owned by David H. Gantt, Springdale Outdoor is a 
growing company....growing beautiful landscapes, loyal 
customers and clients’ property values. This commitment 
has earned the company a reputation as one of the leading 
residential and commercial landscaping firms in the South 
Carolina Midlands. The SC Nursery and Landscape 
Association selected and recognized the company with the 
Outstanding Contractor of the Year Award in 2008. 
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407 Lee Hall 

Clemson University 

Clemson, SC 29634 
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South Carolinians Receive 
Honorary American-FFA Degrees 


The 523,000 member National FFA Organization annually recognizes a select group of exceptional individuals from 
throughout the nation with the Honorary American FFA Degree. It is the highest award presented to friends and supporters 
of the FFA and Agricultural Education. 

Three South Carolinians were presented the coveted award during a nationally televised ceremony at the National FFA 
Convention in Indianapolis, Indiana on October 22, 2010. They are State Senator Daniel B. Verdin III, Laurens, SC, 
Chairman of the Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee; Miriam Pflug, Spartanburg, SC, Vice President- 
Marketing Manager with AgSouth Farm Credit; and Fred Raines, Abbeville, SC, Agricultural Education instructor at 
Abbeville High School. 

E. B. Earle, McBee, SC, retired agricultural educator at McBee High School, and Kemp McLeod, McBee, SC, owner 
and operator of McLeod Farms, were nominated and approved to receive the award but could not attend the convention. 
They will receive the award at an in-state ceremony. Senator Verdin, Miriam Pflug, E.B. Earle and Kemp McLeod were 
nominated by John W. Parris, state director of public affairs with the SC FFA Association. Fred Raines was nominated by 
members of the SC FFA board of directors. 

Mr. Parris personally hosted a dinner at the Skyline Club in downtown Indianapolis during the national convention for 
the South Carolina recipients of the Honorary American FFA Degree and their spouses, the SC FFA members who were 
members of the National FFA Chorus and officers of the Clemson Collegiate FFA Organization. 


National FFA President Levy National FFA President Levy National FFA President Levy 
Randolph with State Senator Randolph with Miriam Pflug Randolph and Fred Raines 
Daniel B. Verdin II 


South Carolina FFA Members Receive 
American FFA Degree 


Jared Copelan, Anderson, SC, a member of the 
Anderson FFA Chapter and a student at Spartanburg 
Community College majoring in Horticulture, along 
with Ashley King, Townville, SC, an FFA alumnae 
of the Pendleton FFA Chapter and vice president of 
the Clemson Collegiate FFA Organization, received 
the prestigious American FFA Degree at a ceremony 


held during the national convention. Four other 
South Carolina members were approved to receive 
the degree but could not attend the convention. They 
were: Domonique A. Brooks and Shanika Janae’ 
Brooks, Estill; K. Flint Holbrook, Clover; and 
Jessica M. Howle, McBee. They will receive the 
award at an in-state ceremony. 


National FFA President Levy 
Randolph and Ashley King 


National FFA President 
Levy Randolph and 
Jared L. Copelan 
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McBee FFA Members In National Chorus 


McBee High Schoo! FFA members Adam Howle and 
Christian Tiller represented South Carolina in the National 
FFA Chorus which performed during the National FFA 
Convention in Indianapolis, Indiana, October 20-23, 2010. 

The National FFA Band and Chorus Concert was televised 


live nationally from the convention hall on Friday evening, 
October 22, by the RFD-TV Satellite Network which reaches 
more than 40 million homes in the United States. 

Agricultural Education instructor W. Pat Earle serves as the 
FFA advisor at McBee High School. 


US Secretary of Education 
Spotlights McBee FFA 


US Secretary of Education Arne Duncan singled out the 
McBee High School FFA Chapter in an address to delegates 
attending the National FFA Convention in Indianapolis, 
Indiana, October 21. 

In his remarks, Secretary Duncan said the FFA is a 
great example of incorporating a college-going culture 
with career training in agricultural science, business and 
entrepreneurship. “Innovative award winning FFA programs 
are represented here today like McBee High School in South 
Crolina where 90 percent of the graduating FFA members 
enroll in postsecondary education,” the Secretary said. 

McBee FFA Advisor Pat Earle and 22 FFA members 
from McBee were in attendance at the session when the 
Secretary used the McBee FFA program as an example of 
twenty-first century quality agricultural education. 


Adam Howle 
and 
Christian Tiller 


SC FFA Chapters Receive 
National Recognition 


Seven South Carolina FFA Chapters were presented the 
coveted National FFA Three Star Award during the National FFA 
Convention, October 20-23, 2010. The chapters and advisors 
recognized were: Abbeville, Fred Raines; Aiken, Meghan Wood; 
Anderson, Jay Copelan and Ashley Granata; Manning, Michael 
Haynes; McBee, Pat Earle; Midland Valley, Jeremy Brooks; and 
West Oak, Gwen McPhail, Randi Leigh Baxley and Krista Price. 

The Manning, McBee and Midland Valley chapters had been 
recognized at the state level with the State Gold Emblem Award and 
the Governor’s Citation of Accomplishment. Abbeville, Anderson, 
Aiken and West Oak had received the State Gold Emblem Award 
during the state convention. 

Two SC chapters were recognized as National Two Star Award 
recipients. They were Barnwell County Career Center, Mindy 
Sandifer; and Walhalla, Josh McCall. 
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Lexington Horticulture Students 


Contribute Poinsettia 


Lexington Technology Center Horticultural 
Science students continued their annual tradition 
of producing and contributing poinsettias to 
decorate the Governor’s Mansion for the Christmas 
Season when they presented the plants on Monday, 
November 29, 2010. 

The beautiful plants were grown by students 
in a state-of-the-art greenhouse facility on 
the technology center campus as part of their 
comprehensive training in Horticulture Science, 
Greenhouse Management and Landscape 
Technology under the leadership of Tommy 
Harmon, agricultural education instructor at 
the center. 

The Presentation of Poinsettias Ceremony, 
reported by TV stations throughout the state, 
was planned and coordinated by John W. Parris, 
state director of public affairs with the SC FFA 
Organization, in concert with staff at the Mansion. 


S To Governor’ S Mansion 


Tommy Harmon (left) with FFA members Cody Barton, Ryan Thompson, 
Mike Duncan, Chris Hiatt, Cassidy Reeh, Colson Callaham; Nancy 
Bunch, an official with the Governor's Mansion; other FEA members 

John Roof, Ellie Mintz, Josh Brewton, Stephanie Green, Robert 
Calamas, Austin Yingling and Eric Richardson. 


WWW.SCAGED.ORG Agribiz! 3 


National Agriculture Educators Conference 


Wilson Receives =. ; =» Granata Receives 
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Joe Wilson of North Augusta, 
SC, was presented the Outstanding 
Service Award by the National 
Association of Agricultural 
Educators at its national conference 
in Las Vegas, Nevada, in December 
2010. 

A retired agricultural educator 
at Aiken High School after 33 
years of distinguished service, 

Mr. Wilson had been previously 
recognized as an Outstanding 
Agricultural Educator in the nation 
and recipient of the Honorary 
American FFA Degree. 


National Outstanding | Service Award _— National Educator Award 


Ashley Granata, 
agricultural education 
instructor in Anderson School 
District Five, was presented 
the National Teachers Turn 
the Key award by the National 
Association of Agricultural 
Educators in Las Vegas, 
Nevada in December 2010. 

The award is designed to 
recognize outstanding early 
career agricultural educators 
who are making a significant 
impact in the lives of students and is sponsored by the RAM 
Truck Brand. 


Mr. Wilson consistently led the Aiken FFA Chapter and Miss Granata was awarded an expense-paid trip to the 
Adult Agricultural Education program to national prominence national agricultural education conference along with an 


throughout his professional career. 


Chester Adult Ag Ed 
Program Receives 


National Recognition 


Kip Beam, agricultural education 
instructor at the Chester County Career 
Center, was awarded a two-year contract 
on a 2011 Toyota Tundra truck as a 
result of the Chester County Young 
Farmer and Agribusiness Chapter being 
named one of the top six Outstanding 
Adult Agricultural Education 
Programs in the nation. Mr. Beam is 
the professional advisor to the adult 
agricultural group. 

The recognition program is sponsored 
by Toyota in concert with the National 
FFA Association. 
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engraved plaque for her accomplishments. 


Berry Addresses Rollins Addresses 
_ National Ag / National Ag 
Educators Conference Educators Conference 


Matt Rollins, agricultural 
education instructor at Woodmont 
High School in Greenville 
County, addressed participants 

at the national conference of 
Agricultural Educators in Las 
Vegas, Nevada in December 
2010 on ‘Agricultural Mechanic 
Skill Exercises and Projects’ that 
can be conducted by instructors 
in high school agricultural 
engineering laboratories. 


Blake Berry, agricultural 
education instructor at Pendleton High 
School, addressed participants at the 
National Association of Agricultural 
Educators conference and the 
National Association of Career and 
Technical Education conference held 
simultaneously in Las Vegas, Nevada 
in December 2010. 

Mr. Berry discussed ‘Developing a 
Successful School Garden’ and shared 
how he utilizes on-campus gardens as 
‘tools of learning’ in the Agri-science 
curriculum, 


mma 
FFA Chapters Recognized for Success 


Officials representing the USDA Farm Service Agency, the SC Rural Rehabilitation Corporation and the SC FFA Office of Public A ffairs 
joined in recognizing the McBee, Manning and Midland Valley FFA Chapters in a special ceremony held at each school in the fall of 2010. 
The USDA Farm Service Agency, sponsor of the chapter awards program, provided a grant to the SC FFA Office of Public Affairs to 
increase local awareness of the outstanding FFA programs by holding a recognition event at each school. The SC Rural Rehabilitation 
Corporation participated in the recognition programs as a substantial financial sponsor of the chapter awards program in South Carolina. 

The recognition programs were planned and coordinated by SC FFA Public Affairs official John W. Parris in concert with FFA advisors 
Pat Earle, McBee; Michael Haynes, Manning; and Jeremy Brooks, Midland Valley. 


Larry Rogers, with the USDA Farm Service Agency, presented each advisor and an officer a framed copy of the Governor’s Citation of 
Accomplishment and an enlarged framed photograph of the award to be permanently displayed in the school in recognition of their enviable 
success. 

Wesley Harris, secretary-treasurer of the SC Rural Rehabilitation Corporation, announced that each chapter had received a check for 
$1000 form his organization in recognition of their outstanding accomplishments. 

Mr. Parris announced that the chapters had received the coveted National Three Star Chapter award at the 2010 National FFA Convention 
in October 2010. 
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USDA Farm Service Agency Official 
Larry Rogers (left), School 
Superintendent Dr, Beth Everitt; FFA 
President Aaron Floyd, SC Rural 
Rehabilitation Corporation Official 
Wesley Harris; FFA Secretary Sara 
Rains and Midland Valley FFA 
Advisor Jeremy Brooks. 


USDA Farm Service Agenc) 
Official Larry Rogers (left), 
Manning FFA President Catelyn 
Anderson, Manning FFA Advisor 
Michael Haynes and Wesley 
Harris, Secretary-Treasurer 
of the SC Rural Rehabilitation 
Corporation, hold an enlarged 
photo that will be displayed in the 
school with the Governors FFA 
Citation of Accomplishment in 
Community Development. 


USDA Farm Service Agency 
Official Larry Rogers (left) 
with McBee FFA President 
Lauren Hobgood, Chesterfield 
County School Superintendent 
Dr. John Williams, State 
FFA Vice President Courtney 
Threatt; and McBee FFA 
Advisor W. Pat Earle. 
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FFA Advisor Jeremy Brooks 
(left), Assistant Principal Marc 
Funderburk, FFA President Aaron 
Floyd, Rural Rehabilitation Official 
Wesley Harris, Superintendent Dr. 
Beth Everitt, and USDA Farm Service 
Agency Official Larry Rogers. 


SC Rural Rehabilitation 
Corporation Official Wesley 
Harris (left), MeBee FFA 
Chapter President Lauren 
Hobgood, Chesterfield County 
School Superintendent Dr. 
John Williams, State FFA Vice 
President Courtney Threatt 
and McBee FFA Advisor W. 
Pat Earle. 


Larry Rogers (left) with Manning 
FFA President Catelyn Anderson, 
State FFA Vice President Holly 
Benenhaley and Wesley Harris. 
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State FFA Secretary Troy Dobbins, Pendleton FFA Chapter, and Clemson Collegiate FFA 
member Emmanuel Bankston joined Gilbert FFA members Joseph Crim and Reta Miller; 
Pelion members Andrew Snipes and Philip Shumpert: Ridge Spring-Monetta members Corbin 
Yon and Victor Quintereo; Saluda members Jordan Lake and Curt Berry; and Thurmond 
members Mills Dorn and Elizabeth Holmes to accompany Mrs. Inez Tenenbaum, Chairman of 
the US Consumer Product Safety Commission in Washington, DC, and former state superintendent 
of education in South Carolina, on a tour of the agricultural related segments of the SC State Fair 
in October. 
Mrs. Tenenbaum and the FFA members were joined by USDA Farm Service Agency Executive 
Director Dr. Laurie C. Lawson who coordinated her visit to the fair; Mack Eubanks and 
members of the USDA Farm Service Agency State Committee; Gary Goodman and Nancy Smith 
with the SC State Fair; and John W. Parris, state director of public affairs with the SC FFA, who 
arranged for the FFA members to participate in the event. The FFA members and Mr. Parris were . 
invited to join Mrs. Tenenbaum and staff for lunch hosted by the State Fair. A WLTX TV reporter State FFA Officer 
accompanied the group for more than an hour and interviewed Mrs. Tenenbaum and FFA members. Troy Dobbins welcomes 
Mrs. Tenenbaum addressed a large crowd of students. buyers and others at the Junior Dairy Mrs. Inez Tenenbaum. 
Heifer Sale in the livestock arena. She was introduced by Dr. Tom Dobbins, Program Coordinator 
of Agricultural Education at Clemson and superintendent of the State Fair Livestock Department. 


Will Amick of Lexington, SC, was named State Youth Ambassador for the SC Farm Bureau in December 
2010 at their state conference in Myrtle Beach, SC. 

As state winner, Will was awarded a $2000 college scholarship by the SC Farm Bureau. He had 
previously received a $1000 scholarship from the Lexington County Farm Bureau as their youth ambassador. 
A 2008 graduate of Lexington High School, Will was named the Outstanding Student at the Lexington 
Technology Center. He served as president of the Lexington Technology Center FFA Chapter in 2007-08 and 

state FFA vice president in 2008-09. 

Upon being elected to a state FFA office, Will was selected to represent the National FFA Organization as 
a participant in the first Agriculture Study Tour to the Peoples Republic of China in January 2009. 
Will is a junior at Clemson University majoring in Applied Economics and Statistics in Agribusiness. 


‘West Virginia FF ‘A Members Tour Sumter County Farm 
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Thirty two FFA members and guests 
representing the Greenbriar East High 
School in Lewisburg, West Virginia, 
visited Triple J Farms near Dalzell. SC in 
Sumter County in late October. 

John W. Parris, state director of public 
affairs with the SC FFA organization, 
coordinated tour plans with Greenbrier East 
High School FFA Advisor Woody Hanna. 

John Weathers, agricultural education 
instructor at the Sumter County Career 
Center, made arrangements for the visit 
with farm owners Whitt, William and 
Hastings James. 

Steve Sanderson, associate state 
director of agricultural education with Clemson University, assisted Hastings James in leading the tour which 
included observing peanuts being harvested, cotton growing in the field and a cotton gin in operation. 

West Virginia officials who accompanied Mr. Hanna and the FFA group included retired agricultural 
educator Alvin Porterfield and his wife, Eleanor; Greenbrier County school board member Jeanie Wyatt and 


Greenbrier County extension agent John McCutcheon. 
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FFA Members Awarded 
sicaclenslnipe at ENE Fair 


Shaney Spires, a member 
of the Crescent FFA Chapter in 
Iva, SC, was awarded a $2500 
college scholarship by the SC 
Farm Bureau Federation at the 
conclusion of the Junior Beef 
Cattle Show held in conjunction 
with the 2010 State Fair. Shaney, 
a tenth grade student at Crescent 
High School, is an active member 
of the FFA and successfully grows 
and shows Polled Hereford beef 
cattle. 

Drake Yon, a member of 
the Ridge Spring-Monetta FFA 
Chapter, was also awarded a $2500 
college scholarship by the SC 
Farm Bureau Federation during 
the state fair. Drake, a freshman 
at Clemson University majouing 
in Agricultural Economics with 
a minor in Animal Science, is 
actively involved in his family’s 
purebred Angus beef cattle 
operation near Ridge Spring. 

Roy Copelan, executive 
director of the SC Beef Council, 
presented the checks to Shaney 
and Drake on behalf of the SC 
Farm Bureau during a ceremony at 
the fair. 

Kelsey Bridges, a member 
of the Clover FFA Chapter, was 
the recipient of a $2000 college 
scholarship awarded by the SC 
Farm Bureau Federation at the 
conclusion of the Junior Dairy 
Show held during the State Fair. A 
former state FFA officer, Kesley is 
a freshman at Tri-County Technical 
College in Pendleton, SC. She 
plans to transfer to Clemson 
University in 2011 to major in 
Agricultural Education. 

Dairy farmer Rick Doran of 
Newberry County, a member of 
the SC Farm Bureau Board of 
Directors, presented the check to 
Kelsey during an awards ceremony 
at the fair. 

The selection of the 
recipients for these scholarships 
was determined by a written 
examination on the animal 
industry, showmanship skills 
and an interview with an animal 
science professional. 
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Dr. Tom Dobbins (left), Superintendent 
of the State Fair Livestock Department 
and Program Coordinator of 
Agricultural Education at Clemson 
University; Roy Copelan, Executive 
Director of the SC Beef Council; 
FFA member Laney Spires and Gary 
Goodman, General Manager of the SC 
State Fair 


Dr. Tom Dobbins (left); Roy 
Copelan, FFA member Drake Yon; 
and Gary Goodman. 


Oxteter 17, 2310 
Son" 


SC Farm Bureau Director Rick Doran 
(lefi); FFA member Kelsey Bridges; Dr. 
Tom Dobbins and Gary Goodman. 


. ae 


West Oak Agricultural 
Education Department 
_— Hosts. Carolina 
“Foothills Is Heritage Fair 


The West Oak Agricultural 


Education Department hosted its annual 


West Oak Ag Days in conjunction with 
the Carolina Foothills Heritage Fair at 


the new Oconee County Fairgrounds near 


Fair Play, SC, November 4-7, 2010. 
The Oconee County Young Farmer 
and Agribusiness Association and the 
West Oak FFA Chapter originated the 
Heritage Fair in 2009 at West Oak High 


School. The event moved to the new fair 
grounds in 2010 and featured a panoramic 


view of farming from bygone days to 
the modern technological advances of 


agriculture in the twenty first century with 
a vast expanse of impressive displays of 


equipment and animals. 
The event was also punctuated with 


more than 100 venders, a large number of 


rides, games, musical concerts, arts and 
crafts, bee keeper displays, educational 
presentations, cattle showmanship 

and judging, swine and goat shows, a 


lumberjack show, a fireworks display, an 


exhibition by the South Carolina Marsh 
Tacky Association and the beautiful 
Percheron horse used in the movie, 
Chronicles of Narnia. 

The fair enjoyed an attendance of 
over 8000 in addition to nearly 1000 
elementary students who shared in the 


West Oak FFA-sponsored Ag Day event 


to learn about the exciting educational 
opportunities of FFA membership. 


West Oak FFA members (left to 

right in front) Madison Payne and 
Andy Lee with Allie Young and 

Jason Dickson in back. 
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Dr. Harold Mackey Honored 


Dr. Harold J. Mackey of Williamston, SC, one of South Carolina’s most distinguished agricultural 
educators in the twentieth century, was presented a special recognition award for Outstanding and 
Dedicated Service as a Civil Leader and Educator by American Legion Post 224 in Greenwood, SC, on 
November 14, 2010. Dr. Mackey, guest speaker for the event held during American Education Weck, 
served as Mayor Pro Tem of Williamston for 25 years. 

A retired agricultural educator, Dr. Mackey served as a teacher and NFA/FFA advisor for 40 
years. His students won more than 2700 honors and awards through NFA/FFA programs under 
his leadership. Dr. Mackey was one of five finalists in the Golden Apple Award for Excellence in 
Education competition sponsored by WYFF-TV and Winn-Dixie Stores. Additionally, he received 
the Teacher of Teachers Award, the Distinguished Service Award, and the First Place Award for 
Ideas Unlimited presented by the SC Association of Agricultural Educators. He has been awarded 
the coveted Honorary American FFA Degree presented by the National FFA Association and is a 
Life Member of Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity and the National FFA Alumni. Recognized by the South 
Carolina General Assembly with a Concurrent Resolution as a Super Efficient Teacher, Dr. Mackey 
has also been honored by the SC House of Representatives and the Senate for accomplishments in 
agricultural education and community service. 

Dr. Mackey began his teaching career at Wright High School in Abbeville County and continued 
at Geer Gant and Belton-Honea Path High Schools. He received his Bachelor of Science, Master of 
Education and Doctorate degrees from South Carolina State University and an Educational Specialist Degree from Clemson University. He 
is married to the former Bobbie Mattison of Williamston, a retired teacher, and they have a daughter who is a teacher in Spartanburg, SC. 


Dr. Harold J. Mackey 
Photo provided 


Lexington Technology 
Center FFA Advisor 
Tommy Harmon (left) 
with team members 
Ryan Thompson, John 
Roof, Cassidy Reeh and 
Eric Richardson. Wayne 
Huddleston with Duke 
Energy is at right. 


Lexington Technology Center FFA Soil 
Identification and Land Treatment team members 
Eric Richardson, John Roof, Cassidy Reeh 
and Ryan Thompson took first place honors in 
the 2010 State Finals held in Anderson County in 
November 2010. Eric Richardson was the second 
high scorer and received an engraved watch. The 
team and their coach, Tommy Harmon, were 
awarded an expense-paid trip to Oklahoma to 
compete in the National Finals in May. 

Loris High School FFA team members 
Korbin Causey, Cole Duncan, Bobby Wade, 
Justin Todd and Ryan Todd took Runner-up 
honors and were awarded an expense-paid trip to 
compete in the National Finals along with their 
coach, Nate Bellamy. 

Pelion FFA team member Philip 
Shumpert was the high individual scorer in the 
state finals and was awarded an expense-paid trip 
to attend the 2011 National FFA Convention in 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 

Co-sponsors of the state competition 
include Duke Energy, Progress Energy, 
SCANA, Inc., the SC Conservation Districts 
Foundation and the SC Association of 
Conservation Districts. Sponsor representatives 
in attendance at the state event were Wayne 
Huddleston, business relations manager with 
Duke Energy and Amanda Bauknight, chair of 
the SC Conservation Districts Foundation. 

The state competition was conducted by 
soil scientists with the USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service. 


Loris FFA Soils Judging Team 
members Cole Duncan and 
Korbin Causey (seated from 
left) and (standing from left) 

FFA Advisor Nate Bellamy with 
other team members Bobby 
Wade, Justin Todd and Ryan 

Todd. Wayne Huddleston with 

Duke Energy is at right. 


Pelion FFA Advisor Frank 
Stover (left) with FFA membe;- 
Philip Shumpert and Wayne 
Huddleston, Duke Energy 
official. 
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Woodmont FFA Equine Team Headed 
To National Final: 


Woodmont High 
School FFA Equine 
Team members Jordan 
Bryson, Maddie Styles, 
Samantha Cason, and 
Paige Burdette took 
first place honors in the 
state finals at Lander 
University’s Equine 
Center near Greenwood, 
SC in December 2010. 
Samantha Cason was the high individual scorer and Jordan Bryson was 
the second high scorer in the competition. 

The students and coach Matt Rollins, agricultural education 
instructor at Woodmont High School, were awarded expense-paid trips 
by the SC FFA Foundation to attend the 2011 National FFA Convention 
to compete in the National Equine finals. 

Woodmont FFA Advisor Matt Rollins with Equine Team members 
Jordan Bryson, Maddie Styles, Samantha Cason and Paige Burdette. 


Clemson Collegiate FFA Members 
Recognized 


Waylon Priester of Brunson, SC, a December 
2010 graduate of Clemson University with a BS 
Degree in Forestry, was named recipient of the 
John W. Parris Agricultural Leadership Award 
by the Clemson Collegiate FFA Organization and 
presented at the annual awards and recognition 
banquet in December. The prestigious award, 
named in honor of John W. Parris, a nationally 
recognized agricultural and conservation leader, 
was presented to Priester for his outstanding 
service as president of the collegiate FFA 
organization and being selected as the outstanding 
member in 2010. 

Ashley King of Townville, SC, a junior at 
Clemson University majoring in Agricultural 
Education, was named recipient of the Dr. 

James H. Daniels Outstanding Service Award. 
The prestigious award, named in honor of Dr. 
James H. Daniels, retired Clemson University 
Agricultural Education Department Head 

and associate vice president of the College 

of Agriculture, Forestry and Life Sciences, 
was presented to Ashley at the collegiate FFA 
awards and recognition banquet. 

Justin Ballew of Lexington, SC, a senior at 
Clemson University majoring in Agricultural 
Education, was recipient of the J. Alex Hash 
Academic Achievement Award for 2010. The 
prestigious award, named in honor of retired 
Clemson University Agricultural Education 
Department Head and professor J. Alex Hash, was 
presented to Justin by the Clemson Collegiate 
FFA for maintaining the highest grade point 
average in his courses during the past two years. 


ig World Archery Tournament Finals 


Clinton FFA Hosts 
Arbor Day Celebration 


The Clinton FFA 
Chapter under the 
leadership of Annette 
Vaughan, horticulture 
and landscape technology 
instructor and FFA 
advisor, hosted a 
community wide 
celebration of Arbor Day 
on December 3, 2010, 
in the Laurens County 
School District 56 Arboretum located on the 100 acre campus of 
the new Clinton High School. 

Speakers at the ceremony included Dr. David O’Shields, 
superintendent of the school district, and Robert Roach, 
Clinton High principal, and Mrs. Vaughan. 

Sponsors of the event were volunteers and donors to the 
Arboretum project, City of Clinton and Clinton Public Works 
Department, Presbyterian College, Organic Plant Health, 2013 
Focus Green Space Committee, Laurens County School District 
56 amd Clinton High School Horticulture Department. 

School officials and FFA leaders at the Arbor Day Ceremony 
include Clinton FFA President Amanda Trammel (left); Dr. 
David O’Shields, superintendent of Laurens County School 
District 56; Annette Vaughan, horticulture instructor and FFA 
advisor at Clinton High School; Linda Darby, chairperson of 
Laurens County School District 56; Robert Roach, principal, 
Clinton High School; and Jessica Smith, sentinel of the Clinton 
FFA Chapter. 


Midland Valley FFA Team In 


The Midland 
Valley High 
School FFA 
Archery Team 
competed in 
the Second 
Annual NASP 
World Archery 
Tournament in 
October 2010. 
They competed 
against teams 
from throughout the United States, South Africa, Canada and 
New Zealand. The Midland Valley team shot a solid tournament 
finishing seventh in the High School Division of the Work 
Tournament. Team captain Andrew Atkinson came in first in the 
High School Male Division of the toumament. Jeremy Brooks, 
FFA advisor at Midland Valley High School is the team coach. 

Team members (left to right in front): Holly Timblin, Laurna 
Jackson, Tina Kivacs, Lauren Overstreet, Katelyn Montgomery 
and Devon Pucket. Standing from left: Coach Jeremy Brooks, 
team members: James Toole, Tyler Lanier, Andrew Atkinson, 
Ahrens Dederscheck, Aaron Floyd and John Redmond. 


WWW.SCAGED.ORG AgriBiz! 9 


FFA Members Attend 
Medal of Honor Ceremony 


Bamwell County Career Center FFA officers Annabelle 
Cooper, Clay Young and Trey Knopf along with their 
advisor, Mindy Sandifer were special guests at the 
STUDENTS HONORING VALOR PROGRAM to kick-off the 
Medal of Honor Week at Columbia’s First Baptist Church held 
in the fall of 2010. They were joined by Swansea High School 
FFA members Taylor Blackmon, Bo Burgess, Jarvard 
Edmond and Brad Parkman along with FFA advisor Clair 
Davenport, Swansea principal Leslie Hightower and Shelia 
Parkman, chairperson of Lexington School District Four 
Board of Trustees. Pelion FFA President Becky Walker, 
Major Ron Dorsey and ROTC student officer Kendal Carey 
also attended. 

John W. Parris, state director of public affairs with the 
SC FFA, arranged for the FFA representation and hosted a 
luncheon for the group at the Capital City Club following the 
ceremony. 

The Medal of Honor is the highest decoration awarded a 
member of the armed forces and is presented by the President 
of the United States in the name of Congress to heroes who 
have distinguished themselves in an action against a hostile 
enemy force by service over, above and beyond the call of 
duty at the risk of life, and whose character, courage and 
commitment to country inspires true reverence. 


Former State FFA President 
Holbrook Receives National 


y ( Engineering’Award ve 


Former State FFA President K. Flint 
Holbrook of Clover, SC, a sophomore at 
Oklahoma State University majoring in 
Biosystems Engineering, was named the 
national winner in the Preprofessional 
Poster Competition held in conjunction 
with the American Society of Agricultural 
and Biological Engineers annual 
conference in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania in 
2010. 

Holbrook has also been selected 
one of the top twenty male freshmen at Oklahoma State 
University. The selection of the top students, now in their 
sophomore year, is based on scholastic achievement, 
leadership and participation in campus activities. service 
and awareness of the student’s role at the university. Seventy 
percent or 14 of the 20 top male students are majoring in an 
agricultural field of study including Agricultural Economics, 
Agricultural Education, Animal Science, Biosystems and 
Agricultural Engineering, Agribusiness and Biological 
Science. 

The son of Flint and Beverly Holbrook of Clover, SC, 
Flint’s high school FFA advisor was Carrie Bolin, agricultural 
education instructor at Clover High School. 


K. Flint Holbrook 
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Blythewood Ag Ed Program Awarded 
Grant For Community Garden Project 


The YMCA of Columbia, 
SC, awarded a $5000 grant to 
the Blythewood High School 
Agricultural Education 
Department in October 2010 to 
assist in developing a Community 
Garden. 

The YMCA made the contribution 
to the Community Garden Project 
through its partnership with the 
ACHIEVE Initiative, a part of the organization’s Healthier Communities 
Program designed to support health seeking people adopt and maintain a 
healthier lifestyle. 

Tom Willingham, agricultural education instructor and FFA advisor at 
Blythewood High School, is coordinating the planning and implementation 
of the Garden project. 

Participants in the Check Presentation Ceremony (from left to right) 
are: Dr. Sarah Sanchez, Director of Special Services, Richland School 
District Two; Wendy Broderick with the Columbia YMCA; Henry Hunter 
representing the town of Blythewood; Tom Willingham, Agricultural 
Education Instructor; Jeff Temoney, Assistant Principal; and Keith Price, 
Principal at Blythewood High School. 


| Andrew Jackson FFA Farm-City Banquet 


Scott Croxton of Kershaw, a 
prominent farmer and agricultural 
leader, addressed the Andrew 
Jackson High School FFA- 
sponsored Farm City Week banquet 
on November 18. 

Special guests included Mrs. 
Mary Berry, principal of Andrew 
High School; Scott Phillips, 
assistant principal; Mrs. Karen W. 
Baxley with AgSouth Farm Credit 
in Rock Hill; Doug Barfield, 
retired agricultural educator, and 
his wife, Mrs. Lynn Barfield; 
and John W. Parris, state director of public affairs with the SC FFA 
Association. 

Ashli Young, agricultural education instructor at the school, addressed 
the participants on the importance of the Farm-City partnership and thanked 
everyone for their support of Agricultural Education. 

Andrew Jackson FFA officers are Rynne Caldwell, president; Hailey 
Funderburk, secretary; Jordan Hinson, vice president; Alex Honeycutt, 
treasurer; Daniel Stover, reporter and Ronnie Plyler, sentinel. 

A delicious dinner, co-sponsored by AgSouth Farm Credit of Rock Hill 
and prepared by parents and other friends of the FFA, provided an excellent 
example of what farmers bring to the table every day. 


Ashli Young (left), Mrs. Karen 
Baxley, Rynne Caldwell and Scott 
Croxton at the Andrew Jackson High 
School FFA Farm-City Week Banquet. 


Miss FFA Scholarship PF. 
Hosted by Batesburg-Leesville High School FFA Chapter 
March 4, 201i 
For information contact FFA Advisor Libby ¥. Templeton 
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Start growing a career. 


We all know that agriculture is an important part of South Carolina's ASSOCIATE DEGREES: 
heritage. But did you know that agriculture-based businesses play a - A.S., Agriculture Education Transfer Option 
critical and expanding role in the growth of the state’s economy? » A.A.S., Major in Horticulture Technology 
- A.S., Horticulture and/or Turfgrass, Clemson Transfer 
What does all this mean for you? It means that getting an education - A.A.S., Major in General Technology 
in agriculture from Piedmont Technical College can give you the 
right foundation to be a part of one of the most promising fields in CERTIFICATES: 


the state. Our Agriculture and Horticulture Technology programs + Basic Agriculture 
provide extensive hands-on training and real-world experience in + Advanced Agriculture 
the field. And if you want to continue your education, our transfer + Horticulture Landscape Management 


agreements with Clemson University ensure that your work here 


plants the seed for future success. 


Take the next step today! 


AG: (864)445-3144 or HORT: (864)941-8671 


www.ptc.edu/agriculture or www.ptc.edu/horticulture Tech n ical College 
AG: bland.h@ptc.edu or HORT: white.k@ptc.edu Your goals. Our mission. 


ABBEVILLE EDGEFIELD GREENWOOD LAURENS MCCORMICK NEWBERRY SALUDA 
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Explore Career Choices in Golf & Sports Turf Management 

Enroll today in the only two-year degree Golf and Sports Turf Management program in South Carolina and 
one of the top three programs in the United States. The Quail Creek Golf club adjacent to the Conway campus 
and BB&T Field, home of the Myrtle Beach Pelicans, provide ideal learning laboratories. 


Consider a Career in Forestry Management 

Protect and manage our forests and the environment. More than a 
half-million acres of state, federal land and private estates near Georgetown, 
South Carolina, are your laboratory. Prepare for jobs in public and private 


sectors. 


Ask about our university transfer options. 


APPLY TODAY 
& HEAD FOR THE GREAT OUTDOORS. 


Call 843.347.3186 or for more information 
visit us online at www. HGTC.edu. 


HORRY 
GEORGETOWN 
TECHNICAL COLLEGE 


Conway | Georgetown | Myrtle Beach 


CLEMSON UNIVERSITY 
College of Agriculture, Forestry & Life Sciences 


of Agriculture, Forestry and Life Sciences’ 
ability to understand and manipulate the molecular structure of 
biological systems offers us immense potential to improve our 
world, whether it is improving items such as food, building 
products, the environment or human health. From cell research 
to food production to packaged materials to global issues, we 
are developing partnerships for the future to make our world 
greener, healthier, tastier and weatlhier ... One Discovery at a Time! 


FOR MORE INFORMATION 
Katie Black, Recruitment Coordinator 
cafls_recruitl@clemson.edu 


888-472-5433 (tollfree) 


Financing Future Farmers 


AgSouth Farm Credit proudly supports FFA and salutes the 
achievements of its student-members. 


Farm, Real Estate, Home Mortgage Loans and more! 


866-585-6234 | www.agsouthfc.com 


SC farmers work hard for their money. 
We work hard for SC farmers. 


For over 60 years, we’ve helped our members 
with a more-than-effective voice in government ~ mual hate by county (no more than $40). 

° . 2 Fam Bureauisa organization. Contributions deductible as charitable 
award-winning educational programs and CIDSInIfetsicee aie ee a aeaated 


outstanding value-added member benefits. Openses ey are ora & necessryin the conduct ofthe tapayers trade o DUS. 


We're all about agriculture. Won't you join us? www.SCFB.org ° 1-866-FB-Member 


